
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feasibility study funding call 

The full Call for Proposals can be found at: 

https://networkplusdigital.wordpress.com/2016/11/22/feasibility-studies/  

The budget template that should accompany the proposal can be found at: 

https://networkplusdigital.wordpress.com/2016/11/22/feasibility-studies-

budget-template/  

It is recommended that you also access the transcript (audio and written) of the 

recent Q&A session.  These can also be found at 

https://networkplusdigital.wordpress.com/2016/11/22/feasibility-studies/ 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Q. How many projects do you expect to fund and what the expected value of 

those projects?   

A. At an early stage of our project, we are reserving the right to not allocate 

the full £600k in this current funding call and we may have a second call 

early next year.  What we have been advising is, probably likely but not 

improbable that the upper limit would be £60k.  If you have a project that 

is a really good project and you make a really good case for it but the 

budget is more than that, then we will consider it.  But currently, the 

general recommendation is between £25k and £60k.   

 

Q. What format should the proposal take? 

A. We request that you submit 4 pages of proposal, 1 excel budget 

spreadsheet and 1 additional page with justification of costs.  Details of 

what the 4 page proposal should contain can be found in the Call for 

Proposals. 
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Q. Should the budget costings be 100% fEC?   

A. Yes, please ensure that your budget costings are 100% fEC.  As per 

EPSRC guidelines, should the proposal be successful, it will be funded at 

80% fEC, with indexation added at the award stage, as appropriate. 

 

Q. Can industry partners’ costs be included in the budget proposal? 

A. EPSRC has confirmed that consultancy costs can be included in the 

submitted budget profile.  These should be under the “Directly Incurred” 

heading (see 

https://www.epsrc.ac.uk/funding/howtoapply/fundingguide/resources/dire

ctlyincurredcosts/).  Please ensure that this is also covered in the 

justification of costs. 

 

Q. What is the expected length of a funded project?   

A. We have advised projects should be 6 months – 24 months in length.  We 

are willing to accept proposals shorter in length but, given the 3 year 

funding of the Network Plus, 24 months would be the maximum length we 

would fund. 

 

Q. Do you need a formal supporting letter from project collaborators? 

A. There is no need for formal letters of support at this stage.  We would 

expect you to indicate the collaboration and the extent of the collaboration 

within the 4 page proposal.  For the bids we select to come to the 

Dragons’ Den pitch, that’s probably something that we would probe at 

that point.  But because we are able to have that face to face 

communication, we’re not asking for formal letters of support as part of 

this first stage assessment.   

 

Q. In terms of this call, what is the definition of an early career researcher 

(ECR)? 

A. In terms of early career researchers, we are particularly keen to support 

them, to give them the courage to apply and not assume they need 

professorial leadership.  As such, we don’t have a strict definition of an 

ECR. 
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Q. I am an early career researcher and would like to apply as PI.  Would 

applying as PI affect eligibility for the EPSRC First Grant scheme? 

A. We have asked EPSRC for comment.  It has been confirmed that applying 

as PI for feasibility study funding through the Network will not make you 

ineligible for the First Grant scheme.   

 

Q. Will there be help, in addition to funding within the Network, to promote 

the outcomes via public engagement, social media or dissemination of the 

results via a wider audience?  Should we cost such activities in budget or 

will they be centrally supported by the Network Plus? 

A. The Network Plus has a budget for dissemination and so there is no need 

to include these type of costs in your budget, unless there is something 

very specific you would like to undertake.   

 

 

Further Information 

If you have any questions regarding this call for proposals, please contact the 

Network Plus Manager, Moira Petrie (email: moira.petrie@nottingham.ac.uk, 

telephone: 0115 82 83077). 
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