
 

 

 

 

 

The purpose of this session was to provide an opportunity for those interested in 

submitting to the Second Feasibility Studies Call for Proposals (closing date 29 

September 2017) to ask questions of the Network Plus Project team.   

Due to some technical difficulties experienced at the start of this Q&A session, 

the audio file is not available. 

 

Thank you all very much for joining the call.  At the Nottingham end, we have 

Sarah Sharples and Moira Petrie and we are here to answer questions regarding 

the call for the feasibility studies, as part of the Connected Everything Network.  

The deadline for submission is the 29 September.  If I can ask you to post your 

question son the chat, then we can read them out and answer the questions. 

 

Q. Would a project on a proposal involving hybrid construction 

machines by in scope? 

A. Certainly the construction domain is in scope and actually would be 

something quite welcome. One of the things we looked at with the last set 

of feasibility studies was to look at not only the research questions that 

were being asked but also the domains that were being addressed.  And 

we don’t actually have anything in the construction domain at the 

moment.  However, this is a Network Plus that is funded under 

Manufacturing for the Future, and the digital manufacturing theme in it, 

within EPSRC, so I would encourage you, if you are involving hybrid 

construction machines, to look clearly at the manufacturing side of things.  

Whether it is, for example, products used within hybrid construction or 

hybrid construction as an example of integration of new computational 

approaches or something like that, but making sure you are very clear 

around the manufacture side of things would be good. 

 It is important that any project that we fund as a feasibility study is 

aligned with the domain of digital manufacturing so showing that there is 

a clear relationship to how the use of technology can be used to enhance 

and impact on the manufacturing process. 
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Q. Can the feasibility study data be used as part of a PhD thesis?  

A. The aim of the projects is to really be primed for future funded 

applications. So either future applications to EPSRC or to Innovate UK or 

possibly even directly funded from industry.  Theoretically, if you were to 

use a PhD student to help with the delivery of the activity, I wouldn’t see 

that as a concern. But there would not be allowable costs around things 

like PhD student stipends or PhD student fees.  So if you were doing this 

work and it was contributing to a PhD thesis, it would just fall into the 

normal expectations and regulations of the university.  So in a way, that’s 

always allowed in that if PhD activity is aligned to EPSRC funded work, 

you are allowed to use it within a PhD thesis but you won’t be allowed to 

request any costs attributed to a PhD, within the feasibility study funding. 

And I think we would also look to make sure that there was sufficient staff 

on the project that meant that he project would be able to be delivered 

within the timeframe that we ask as well. 

 

Q. Can we use for this call the foundations that we have developed 

inside our Horizon 2020 project? Would it be eligible to use these 

kind of outcomes for starting this project inside Connected 

Everything? 

 Can you just clarify?  Have you done some work on Horizon 2020 and that 

will be feeding into this project?  Or as you asking if you can use this 

project as a basis for a Horizon 2020 project? 

Follow up.  We are running an H2020 project now and we saw this 

initiative, the Connected Everything initiative as the chance to develop 

one of the areas more deeply.  So in this case we would sort of base all of 

our research on the foundations that we have now and to deliver the 

results more closely aligned to the Industrial Internet of Things area. The 

topic of Horizon 2020 is much broader so all the concepts are used but we 

thought they could be used for this purpose. 

A. I think that first of all it is important that this is within the remit of EPSRC 

funding so we are looking at lower technology readiness levels.  So it 

would certainly need to be something that if you are moving from a 

previous project, it would need to be looking at something in more depth 

at a more fundamental level rather than the tech transfer, 4-6 readiness 

levels, activity.  

 The second thing I’d say is that you do need to really show what will come 

beyond this project.  So, it’s not really in the sprite of the call for 

something funded under this particular scheme to be something that is 

ending research, it really should be something that is beginning some 

research.  So I think demonstrating the novel question that you are going 



 

to be answering in this particular feasibility study would be really 

important.  

 

Q. Is there a preference for demonstrator technology to be 

developed? 

A. There is a preference for there to be something demonstrable at the end 

of the feasibility study.  And the easiest way to do that is through 

technologies but it also could be theoretical or analytical frameworks for 

example, thinking about some of the projects we’ve funded already.  But 

there is a preference for there to be a clear demonstration of a concept 

related to digital manufacturing at the end of the project. 

 One of the things we have identified already from the first 6 feasibility 

studies is that digital manufacturing is a really broad domain and it is a 

domain that spends an awful lot of time discussing what it is. And actually 

the feasibility studies are incredibly useful in articulating specific examples 

of digital manufacturing in the form of different points in the product life 

cycle and different types of technologies that have been intervening.  So 

demonstrations ad really a concept that someone external can grab hold 

of is really useful. 

 

Q. Can you outline the Dragons’ Den pitch day?  Can you be creative 

with your pitch if you get that far? 

A. The first thing to say is that the Dragons’ Den pitches were really 

enjoyable last time, from our point of view on the panel.  And certainly if 

you do get that far, it is important to think really carefully about what you 

are going to do at the pitch.  We had some really creative presentations 

last time.  I would say don’t get too carried away with trying to be too 

creative because at the Dragons’ Den pitch there will be a combination of 

academics and industrialists and they will be really probing the multi-

disciplinarity, the novelty of the work and the fundamental idea that could 

be taken forward.  One of the things that I think is really important to 

emphasise at the Dragons’ Den pitch, if you get there, is how what you do 

is different to what is already being done.  I think that was something that 

was very clear.  And also, demonstrating the relationship between the 

industry input into your project and the fundamental science and 

engineering that will be delivered from the academic side is also really 

important.  In terms of where people did particularly well and got funded, 

it was probably in those two areas. 

In terms of logistics for the day, people invited along to pitch will be given 

8 minutes to pitch their idea, followed by 15 minutes for panel questions 

afterward.  We had one group last time who wanted to play a 5 minute 

background video and then the technology they brought didn’t work, so 



 

we would recommend not doing that or at least thinking very carefully if 

you are going to use video based input into you pitch, how this is actually 

going to work within the 8 minutes.  And we are very strict about that 8 

minutes, and we are very strict about the questions timing as well.  We 

ran completely to time last time.  So you need to be very tight. 

It’s worth saying that one of the points of the Network is, in a way, to 

train people and give them experience to support those pitches for multi-

million pound projects that hopefully you will all go on to do.  So we have 

tried to make it a constructive and friendly process as well. 

 

Q. Can you outline the assessment process?  Is individual feedback 

provided? 

A. There is a two stage assessment process. Each outline application is 

reviewed by at least two members of the Network’s Executive Group and 

there is also an overall decision making group of us that looks at almost 

all of the applications, actually.   

 In terms of feedback, last time we had a large number of applications so 

we were only able to give very limited feedback on the outline proposals 

and only when explicitly requested. Just because of the workload involved, 

we were unable to give detailed feedback on that outline bid.  For those 

that went through to the Dragons’ Den, we were able to give slightly more 

detailed feedback. 

 

Q. Apart from these feasibility studies, what other ways can we get 

involved with the Network? 

A. For the first year, we had had some workshop events, we had the 

feasibility studies (first call) and we’ve had the conference.  Comin in the 

next few months, there are a number of different thematic areas activities 

that are going to be a combination of expert review groups and events (in 

the case of some of the thematic areas), so engaging with those thematic 

activities will be important.  There will also be the conference that is 

happening next year [in June 2018, at Newcastle University].  And there 

will also be other activities that we are planning at the moment, for 

example looking at how we are engaging with industry and industry 

placements. So I think there will be a funding call in the next six months 

actually for people who wish to apply for industry placements, we will be 

able to provide some support for that.   

 We also fund the organising of summer schools every year – this year it 

was in Warwick in partnership with Swansea - and the call to host the 

2018 Summer School will be issued in October.  We also have a 

membership mailing list that you can join and we will send everyone 



 

participating today (if you are not currently a member) details of how to 

join.  That way you can get information sent to you about our activities, 

events and so on. 

 Something else the Network is doing is being a portal for information.  At 

the moment, we are not having lots and lots of Network-led events 

because there are so many other events going on nationally about digital 

manufacturing. If there becomes a need for us to have more face to face 

meetings then we certainly will do that.  But actually, I think the opposite 

is happening with others holding lots of different events.  But we are using 

our membership list to highlight those activities and in some cases we are 

exhibiting and having stands at events to make people aware of how to 

engage with the Network. 

 We are also here to help publicise any work that you may be doing in this 

domain.  If you have any projects where you need to look at channels for 

dissemination and impact, we can certainly help get that information out 

to a wider audience.  One of the things we will be doing over the next 

year is a wide ranging road mapping activity that really starts to 

understand the competencies and capabilities with respect to digital 

manufacturing research within the UK and that is something that 

members of our Executive Group are leading on. 

 

 

Should you have any other questions relating to this funding call, please do not 

hesitate to contact Moira Petrie (moira.petrie@nottignham.ac.uk).  Full details of 

the call can be found at: https://connectedeverything.ac.uk/activities/feasibility-

studies/second-call-for-proposals/  
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